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 Welcome to The Cheshire One Act Festival. 

We hope the following information will explain what the festival is about and will encourage 

your group to enter. A full information pack will be available in the near future. Please 

confirm if you are interested as soon as possible. 

We are delighted that MADS Macclesfield have agreed to host this event and John Chandler 

has agreed to be chairman The adjudicator this year will be Jennifer Scott Reid, who has 

adjudicated national and international events including The All England Final 2019 and The 

British Final 2018.  

 

 The annual All-England Theatre Festival (AETF) is the only nationwide competitive 

festival for one-act plays in England. It currently extends from Cornwall in the south and as 

far north as North Yorkshire and Cumbria. Last year saw the launch of the first Cheshire One 

Act Festival, hosted by Nantwich, in total there were seven affiliated events in the North of 

England. Nantwich went forward to the AETF North semi-final at Washington, which they 

won and represented the north in the All England Final at Maidenhead. We certainly have put 

the North West on the map which was our objective in establishing this festival. 

 

The Northern Semi Final 2020 date and venue is still to be confirmed, but as in previous 

years it is most likely to be held over the May Bank holiday weekend (May 7
th

- May 9
th

) The 

location of the AETF Grand Final moves around the country each year (on June 13th 2020 it 

will be held at the Bridlington Spa Yorkshire) The Grand Final winners contest the annual 

British Finals Festival of One-Act Plays (date and venue tbc). 

The festival is open to any adult drama group or society in the Cheshire region. It is held in 

association with the All-England Theatre Festival (AETF) The winner will be eligible to go 



forward to the AETF Northern Semi Final and hopefully beyond. Last year Nantwich Players 

went on to represent the Northern Region in the England final. 

 A Festival is only as good as its performers and we hope that a wide range of amateur 

groups will put themselves forward. A drama festival gives opportunities for actors to 

perform in front of new audiences, and also to put on plays which would not normally be 

included in an annual programme, where audience figures are often a deciding factor. In 

addition to the various awards for acting and presentation, there will also be a New Writing 

Award. We hope this will create a varied and enjoyable programme for our Festival audience. 

 The success of this festival depends on groups and societies putting themselves forward. So 

we hope we will receive lots of entries, and also offers of practical help and advice, to ensure 

it continues to be an annual part of the All-England Theatre Festival. 

 

 
  The Cheshire One Act Festival is a Preliminary Round of the All-England Theatre Festival.  

 TheCheshire One Act Festival is open to any adult amateur theatre group, of whatever size, 

in the Cheshire Region.   

 Expressions of interest are welcomed in advance and at least by September 17
th

 2019. 

Formal entries should be submitted by January 4
th

 2020 together with a copy of the play, 

which will be forwarded to the Adjudicator. At this stage we cannot guarantee that groups 

will be able to enter more than one play, this will depend on the number of groups entering 

and meeting the deadline. In the event of a group pulling out groups who have requested 

more than one entry will be considered. 

 An original copy of the script is required for the Adjudicator. This should be marked with 

any cuts or alterations. Photocopies will only be accepted if the play is unpublished, out of 

print or solely published on the internet. 

  Groups undertaking to go forward to the next round must be available to compete in all 

later stages. 

  If you have any queries or are not sure whether you are eligible to enter, do please contact 

us at the address below, as we are keen to attract a wide range of groups or societies. 

 

 

 

Rules of the Cheshire One Act Festival 

 
  These simplified rules apply to all entries to the festival 

. 

 
  1. All actors should be members of an amateur group that gathers together to present a 

performance. Actors must be amateurs, though groups are allowed to employ professional 

producers... 



 2. Groups may enter the play in more than one Festival. However, it can only be eligible to 

go forward in the AETF competition from one festival, so they must state which they are 

choosing to compete from. 

 3. The dramatic work will be a One Act Play. An extract from a larger play is permissible, 

but it must stand alone as a comprehensible dramatic work in its own right. 

 4. There must be at least two on-stage speaking characters. 

 5. The length of the play shall be at least 20 minutes and not more than 55 minutes in 

length. Any introductory music is included in this time. 

 6. The group is allowed 10 minutes to set up and 5 minutes to strike, in addition to their 

performance time. 

 7. The competing group must obtain written permission from the author or their agent for 

performance, and have paid any appropriate fee, together with permission for any alterations, 

and proof of this may be required. As a general rule copyright exists for 70 years after an 

author's death. 

 8. Each group will have an hour allocated for a technical rehearsal.  

 9. An official timekeeper and stage manager will be appointed by the festival committee 

and their decisions regarding backstage matters will be final. 

 10. No performance may be filmed, recorded or televised without prior written permission. 

 11. These are public, advertised performances and a group is expected to perform, even if a 

part needs to be read. 

 

Further details from the addresses below. 

 
Secretary: Sue Doherty 38a Druidsville Road,L18 3EW 

susancdoherty@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 
Cheshire One Act Drama Festival cheshiredramafestival@gmail.com 

 

 


